Food and drink manufacturing
This involves preparation, production and packing. There are also
roles in creating recipes (or tasting), engineering, quality control and
safety through to senior management roles. There are a wide range
of companies specialising in foods from dairy, meat and poultry to
baked goods or fruit and vegetable processing to convenience foods
or confectionery.

Two of
the major
supermarkets
have their
headquarters
here – Asda
and Morrisons

	Businesses range from small,

artisan food manufacturers whose
products include chocolate,
cheese, bread and peanut butter to
large factories like Arla Foods and
Coca Cola.

	In West Yorkshire, employment is

19,750. This has grown from 15,500
in 2011.

	There were 375 businesses in 2017

including 65 with 50+ employees.

	There were 1,410 online vacancies
in West Yorkshire in 2017.
	In Leeds City Region jobs are
forecast to drop by 2,000 between
2014-2024 with 8,000 vacancies
expected over this period to
replace those who leave.
In the future… Nationally,
a third of the current food
and drink manufacturing
workforce will be retiring in
the next 20 years with 109,000
new recruits needed by 2022.

Types of job

National
average
salary

Baker

£20,518

Food/drink
process
operative

£20,410

Process and
productions
technician

£32,832

Production
and process
engineer

£41,801

Food
technologist

£43,633

Butcher

£20,955

Skills/qualities
•	Willing to work shifts
• Team work
• Numeracy and literacy
• Good attention to detail
• High standard of hygiene
•	Knowledge of health
and safety
Useful subjects include;
• Maths, English and ICT
• Sciences
Food preparation
•	
and nutrition
Some local employers
Arla Foods
Coca Cola
Kerry Foods
Mars Incorporated
Symington’s
Fox’s Biscuits

More information...
www.fdf.org.uk
www.ifst.org
www.tastesuccess.co.uk
Disclaimer

Careers Yorkshire and the Humber (CYH) staff
have researched the web links referenced on this
poster. However, information can change rapidly.
CYH does not endorse organisations or accept
any responsibility for the content of external sites.

You can download and print a copy of the
Shape Your Future booklet and posters at:

https://careersyandh.co.uk
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www.nsafd.co.uk

Visit the National Careers Service website for
information on a wide variety of careers:

https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk

Prime contractor
for the National
Careers Service
in Yorkshire and
the Humber

